October 13, 1999

Many of my colleagues know that I
introduced the Safe Schools Act of 1999
to provide resources to public schools
so they can remain safe and strong cor-
nerstones of our communities. As we
move into the 21st century, we must
adapt our approach to education to
meet the changing needs of students,
teachers and parents.

Although I am one of the youngest
members of the Senate, I grew up in
Helena, Arkansas during what seemed
to be a much simpler time. Our parents
pulled together to make everyone’s
education experience a success. Stu-
dents came to school prepared to learn.
Teachers had control of their class-
room. The threat of school violence
was virtually non-existent.

Now, more than twenty years later,
things are different—very different.
Our children are subjected to unprece-
dented social stresses including di-
vorce, drug and alcohol abuse, child
abuse, poverty and an explosion of
technology that has good and bad uses.

These stresses exhibit themselves in
the behavior of teenagers, as well as in
our young children. Increasingly, ele-
mentary school children exhibit symp-
toms of substance abuse, academic
underachievement, disruptive behav-
ior, and even suicide.

Although school shootings will prob-
ably not occur in a majority of our
schools, each time we witness a trag-
edy like Jonesboro or Littleton, it
makes us wonder if the next incident
will be in our own home towns.

This is a very complex problem and
there is no one single answer. It will
take more than metal detectors and
surveillance cameras to prevent the
tragedies occurring in our schools. I be-
lieve the Safe Schools Act reflects the
needs and wishes of students, parents,
teachers and school administrators.

Unfortunately, there are not nearly
enough mental health professionals
working in our nation’s schools. The
American School Health Association
recommends that the student-to-coun-
selor ratio be 250:1. In secondary
schools, the current ratio is 513:1. In el-
ementary schools, the student-to-
teacher ratio exceeds 1000:1.

Students today bring more to school
than backpacks and lunchboxes—many
of them bring severe emotional trou-
bles. It is critical that schools be able
to help our troubled students by teach-
ing children new skills to cope with
their aggression.

So, I commend the AMA Alliance for
designating today as National SAVE
Schools from Violence Day and encour-
age students, teachers, parents and the
community to work together to make
our schools safe.®

————

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT 106-
14
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as

in executive session, I ask unanimous

consent that the Injunction of Secrecy
be removed from the following conven-
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tion transmitted to the Senate on Oc-
tober 13, 1999 by the President of the
United States:

Food Aid Convention 1999, Treaty
Document 106-14.

I further ask that the convention be
considered as having been read the first
time; that it be referred, with accom-
panying papers, to the Committee on
Foreign Relations and ordered to be
printed; and that the President’s mes-
sage be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The message of the President is as
follows:

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, I transmit herewith the Food Aid
Convention 1999, which was open for
signature at the United Nations Head-
quarters, New York, from May 1
through June 30, 1999. The Convention
was signed by the United States June
16, 1999. I transmit also, for the infor-
mation of the Senate, the report of the
Department of State with respect to
the Convention.

The Food Aid Convention 1999 re-
places the Food Aid Convention 1995.
Donor members continue to make min-
imum annual commitments that can be
expressed either in the quantity or,
under the new Convention, the value of
the food aid they will provide to devel-
oping countries.

As the United States has done in the
past, it is participating provisionally
in the Food Aid Committee. The Com-
mittee granted the United States (and
other countries) a 1l-year extension of
time, until June 30, 2000, in which to
deposit its instrument of ratification.

It is my hope that the Senate will
give prompt and favorable consider-
ation to this Convention, and give its
advice and consent to ratification by
the United States at the earliest pos-
sible date.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, October 13, 1999.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H.R. 1000

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that with re-
spect to H.R. 1000, FAA reauthoriza-
tion, the Senate insist on its amend-
ment, request a conference with the
House on the disagreeing votes, and the
Chair be authorized to appoint con-
ferees on the part of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HAGEL) appointed, from the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, Mr. McCAIN, Mr. STEVENS, Mr.
BURNS, Mr. GORTON, Mr. LoOTT, Mr.
HOLLINGS, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, and Mr. KERRY, and for the
consideration of title IX of the bill,
from the Committee on the Budget,
Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. NICK-
LES, Mr. LAUTENBERG, and Mr. CONRAD
conferees on the part of the Senate.

S12563
CONVEYING CERTAIN PROPERTY

FROM THE UNITED STATES TO
STANISLAUS COUNTY, CALI-
FORNIA

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of H.R. 356, just
received from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 356) to provide conveyance of
certain property from the United States to
Stanislaus County, California.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent the bill be read the third time,
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table, and any statements
relating thereto be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 356) was read the third
time and passed.

————

RECOGNIZING THE DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE OF JOHN E. COOK

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent the Senate now proceed to the
immediate consideration of S. Res. 202,
submitted earlier today by Senator
DOMENICI.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 202) recognizing the
distinguished service of John E. Cook of Wil-
liams, Arizona.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, it is
my honor today to introduce a Senate
resolution honoring a wonderful man
and public servant, John E. Cook. The
National Park Service recently cele-
brated its 83rd birthday, and for more
than half that time—43 years—John
served the Service with distinction,
grit and integrity.

John E. Cook most recently served as
Director of the Intermountain Region
of the National Park Service, which
stretches from Canada to Mexico and
covers eight states, including Colorado,
Utah, Arizona, Montana, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Texas and Wyoming. There
he oversaw 87 diverse park units, in-
cluding national parks, national monu-
ments, national preserves, and national
recreation areas. Since I have been a
Senator from New Mexico, John and I
have worked on various, and some-
times contentious, park issues. I have
always appreciated our relationship,
and his frankness and competence in
dealing with issues.

Anyone who knows John would agree
he is a great guy. Before starting his
work for the National Park Service, he
worked as a farm and ranch hand—and
I've even heard a few good stories from
his days as a rodeo cowboy. John began
his Park Service career as a mule skin-
ner at what is now Saguaro National
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